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 WILLIAM ANTHONY BARBIERI JR. 
 

 School of Theology and Religious Studies 

 The Catholic University of America 

620 Michigan Ave. NE 

 Washington, DC 20064 

 Office:  (202) 319-4767 

 Fax:  (301) 319-5704 

 Electronic Mail: barbieri@cua.edu 

 

 CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC 

Ordinary Professor, School of Theology and Religious Studies (STRS), since 

2018, with continuous tenure since 2002; Associate Professor, 2001-2018; 

Assistant Professor, 1995-2001; Visiting Assistant Professor, 1994-1995  

Associate Dean for Graduate Studies, STRS, 2005-2009 

Director, Religion and Culture Academic Area, STRS, 2004-2005, 2009-2010 

Director, Peace and Justice Studies Program, Fall 1995, 1997-present 

Director, McLean Center for the Study of Culture and Values, 2022-present 

Fellow, Institute for Policy Research and Catholic Studies, 2002-present 

Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany 

 Humboldt Fellow, Institute for Political Theory, 1999, 2007 

Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

Research Fellow, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, 2011 

Professorial Lecturer, Department of Theology, Spring 1995 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 

Visiting Professor, Department of Political Science, 1993-1994 

College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies, 1992-1993 

 

EDUCATION 

Yale Graduate School, New Haven, CT, 1986-1992 

Ph.D. in Religious Studies (Ethics), 1992 

Free University of Berlin, Germany, 1990-1991 (Political Theory) 

Yale Law School, New Haven, CT, 1989-1990 (Human Rights Law) 

Duke University, Durham, NC, 1982-1986 

A.B. in Religion (Ethics) and Comparative Area Studies (East Asia), magna cum 

laude with Distinction in Religion, 1986 

Oxford University, England, Summer 1985 (Politics) 

Nanjing University, People's Republic of China, Fall 1984 (Chinese Studies) 

 



 

 2 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Center for Advanced Studies Fellowship, Munich, 2022 

Center of Theological Inquiry Fellowship, Princeton, 2018, 2022 

Visiting Research Grant, University of Münster, 2018 

Fulbright German Studies Seminar Grant, 2002 

Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship, 1999, renewed 2007, 2016, 2019 

Fulbright Grant (Alternate), 1998, 2011 

Research Grant-in-Aid, Catholic University, 1994, 1996, 2001, 2003, 2006, 2010, 2017 

Summer Stipend, Schell Center for Human Rights, 1992 

Dissertation Year Fellowship, Yale University, 1991-1992 

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Research Fellowship, 1990-1991, 2024 

Mellon Fellowship, Institute for Social and Policy Studies, 1989-1990 

German Educational Exchange Service (DAAD) Fellowship, Summer 1988 

University Fellowship, Yale University, 1986-1990 

A.B. Duke Memorial Scholarship, Duke University, 1982-1986 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

  1. Monographs 

Constitutive Justice. London:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. 

Ethics of Citizenship: Immigration and Group Rights in Germany.  Durham, NC:  

Duke University Press, 1998. 

 

  2. Edited Volumes 

At the Limits of the Secular:  Reflections on Faith and Public Life. Grand Rapids, 

Mich.:  Eerdmans, 2014. 

From Just War to Catholic Peace Ethics.  Co-edited with Heinz-Gerhard Justenhoeven.  

Berlin: De Gruyter, 2012. 

 

  3. Articles  

"Agency Is Ecological:  Comparative Religious Ethics and the Greening of Moral 

Theory," Journal of Religious Ethics 52 (December 2024), 496-519. 

"Just change: Achieving sustainable, healthy diets with nutrition equity," co-

authored with Lora L. Iannotti, Arianna I. Boshara, and Patrizia Fracassi, One 

Earth 6 (May 2023), 449-454. 

"‘Sport Is a School of Peace’:  Sports for Development, the Francis Effect, and New 

Directions in Catholic Peacebuilding," Peace and Change 42 (October 2017), 

557-581. 

"One Good Turn Deserves Another:  Comment on Visual Ethics," Journal of 

Religious Ethics 45 (Spring 2017), 194-205. 

"The Heterological Quest:  Michel de Certeau’s Travel Narratives and the ‘Other’ 

of Comparative Ethics," Journal of Religious Ethics 30 (Spring 2002), 23-48. 

"Beyond the Nations:  The Expansion of the Common Good in Catholic Social 

Teaching," The Review of Politics 63 (Fall 2001), 451-482. 

"Comparative Ethics and the Ethics of Comparison:  Or, Why a Diet of Apples and 
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Oranges is Good for Us," International Philosophical Quarterly 41 (July 2001), 

285-303. 

"Group Rights and the Muslim Diaspora," Human Rights Quarterly 21 (November 

1999), 907-926. 

"Comment on ‘Leaping into the Boundless:  A Daoist Reading of Comparative 

Religious Ethics,’" Journal of Religious Ethics 27 (Fall 1999), 544-549. 

"‘Therefore the Land Mourns’:  Environmental Hazards and Catholic Social 

Teaching," Chicago Studies 38 (Spring 1999), 91-108. 

"Ethics and the Narrated Life," The Journal of Religion 78 (July 1998), 361-386. 

 

  4. Book Chapters 

"The Moral Ecology of Nuclear Deterrence and Abolition," in Drew Christiansen 

and Carole Sargent, eds. Forbidden. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 

2023. 

"Post-Secularity and the Pluralization of Public Theology," in Christoph Hübenthal 

and Christiane Alpers, eds., The T&T Handbook of Public Theology.  London:  

Bloomsbury, 2022. 

"Human Dignity and Intercultural Dialogue:  Problems and Prospects," in Peter 

Jonkers and He Xirong, eds., Self-Awareness of Life.  Washington, DC:  Council 

for Research in Values in Philosophy, 2022. 

  "The Meaningfulness of Life," in Joao J. Vila-Cha and Hu Yeping, eds., Thinking 

with/for Many Others.  Washington, DC:  Council for Research and Values in 

Philosophy, 2022. 

"The Migrant Imago:  Migration and the Ethics of Dignity," in Peter Phan, ed., 

Christian Theology in the Age of Migration:  Implications for World Christianity. 

New York:  Lexington Books, 2020. 

"Sémiotika a historiografie: úvahy nad ‘znamením doby’" (“Of Semiotics and 

Historiography:  A Reflection on ‘Signs of the Times’”) in Martin Kočí, ed., 

Vykročit z uzavřenosti:  Festschrift k 70. Narozeninam Tomase Halika (Festschrift 

for Tomas Halik).  Prague: Nakladatelství Lidové noviny, 2018 

"Dignitarian Discourses:  From Human Dignity to 'Die Würde der Kreatur,'" in 

Klaus Stüwe, ed., The Public Character of Religion in Liberal Democracy.  

Berlin:  Duncker & Humblot, 2018. 

"Kenotic Ethics for a Servant Church," in Charles Taylor et al., eds., Renewing the 

Church in a Secular Age, 253-62.  Washington, DC:  Council for Research in 

Values and Philosophy, 2016. 

"Sechs Facetten der Postsäkularität," in Matthias Lutz-Bachmann, ed., 

Postsäkularismus: Zur Diskussion eines umstrittenen Begriffs.  Frankfurt:  

Campus Verlag, 2015. 

"Introduction" and "The Post-Secular Problematic" in William A. Barbieri, Jr., ed., 

At the Limits of the Secular:  Reflections on Faith and Public Life.  Grand Rapids, 

Mich.:  Eerdmans, 2014. 

"From Caliban to the Taliban:  Engaging Charles Taylor on Intercultural Ethics in 

a Secular Age," in John P. Hogan et al., eds., Building Communityin a 

Mobile/Global Age:  Migration and Hospitality. Washington, DC:  Council for 
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Research in Values and Philosophy, 2013. 

"The Value of Experience for a Worldly Church," in Charles Taylor, José Casanova, 

and George F. McLean, eds., Church and People:  Disjunctions in a Secular Age.  

Washington, DC:  Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, 2012. 

"Toward a Multicultural Society?" in Helmut Walser Smith, ed., The Oxford 

Handbook of Modern German History.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2011. 

"Multiculturalism and the Bounds of Civil Society," in William A. Barbieri, Robert 

Magliola and Rosemary Winslow, eds., Civil Society:  Who Belongs?  

Washington, DC:  Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, 2004. 

"Death Penalty Abolitionism and the Universality of Human Rights," in Theoretical 

Foundations of Human Rights:  Conference Proceedings.  Qom, Iran:  Mofid 

University, 2003. 

"The Many Faces of the Republic:  Or, What's in a Name?" in Jan-Werner Müller, 

ed., German Ideologies since 1945.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2002. 

"Of Sages and Citizens:  Comparative Ethics and Civic Education," in George 

McLean, ed., Civil Society in China.  Washington, DC:  Council for Research in 

Values and Philosophy, 2000. 

"Immigrants, Catholics, and the Making of the American People," in Who Are My 

Sisters and Brothers?  Reflections on Understanding and Welcoming Immigrants 

and Refugees.  Washington, DC:  USCC, 1996. 

 

  5. Discussions 

"A Call for Discussion and Renewal in the Church:  Responding to José Casanova’s 

‘The Church in the World:  Secular Morality and the Challenge of Gender," 

Berkley Forum (online), 4 April 2013.  

"Models for the Role of Religion in the Public Order," in George F. McLean, ed., 

Islam and the Political Order.  Washington, DC:  CRVP, 2005. 

"Signs of the Times:  War and Peace in the New Millennium," New Theology Review 

16 (May 2003), 65-69. 

 

  6. Encyclopedia Entries 

"Christian Attitudes Toward War," in Daniel Patte, ed., The Cambridge Dictionary of 

Christianity.  Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2010.  

"Sollicitudo Rei Socialis," in The New Catholic Encyclopedia, Jubilee Volume.  Detroit:  

Gale Group, 2001, 238-39. 

"The Rights of Animals," in The New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 19.  Washington, 

DC:  Catholic University Press, 1996, 15-16. 

 

  7. Book Reviews 

Grace and Freedom in a Secular Age:  Contingency, Vulnerability, and Hospitality, by 

Philip J. Rossi, S.J.  Journal of Religion, 2024. 

Kein Ende der Gewalt?: Friedensethik für eine globalisierte Welt, by Eberhard 

Schockenhoff. Theological Studies, 2022. 

Christliche Umweltethik: Grundlagen und zentrale Herausforderungen, by Markus 

Vogt.  Theological Studies, 2022. 
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Immigration and Democracy, by Sarah Song.  Political Theology, 2020. 

Grenzverläufe gesellschaftlicher Gerechtigkeit:  Migration—Zugehörigkeit—

Beteiligung, by Marianne Heimbach-Steins. Theological Studies, 2019.  

Just Immigration:  American Policy in Christian Perspective, by Mark Amstutz.  

Journal of Law and Religion 33.3 (2019), 504-507. 

War, Peace, and Reconciliation, by Theodore Weber.  Theologische Review 117.1 

(2019), 89-90. 

Kirche als Moralagentur, by Hans Joas.  Theological Studies 79.1 (2018), 214-15. 

Friends and Other Strangers, by Richard B. Miller.  Journal of the Society of Christian 

Ethics 38.1 (2018), 194-95. 

Searching for a Universal Ethic:  Multidisciplinary, Ecumenical, and Interfaith 

Responses to the Catholic Natural Law Tradition, edited by William Mattison 

and John Berkman. Toronto Journal of Theology 31.2 (Fall 2015), 286-87.  

Capital Punishment and Roman Catholic Moral Tradition, by E. Christian Brugger. 

Review of Politics 66 (Summer 2004), 168-70. 

Natural Law Modernized, by David Braybrooke.  Review of Politics 65 (Winter 2003), 

175-78. 

Immigration as a Democratic Challenge:  Citizenship and Inclusion in Germany and 

the United States, by Ruth Rubio-Marin.  International Migration Review 35 

(Winter 2001), 1264-66. 

“European” Citizenship Practice: Building Institutions of a Non-State, by Antje 

Wiener.  International Migration Review 33 (Winter 1999), 113-114. 

Character, Choices and Community: The Three Faces of Christian Ethics, by Russell 

B. Connors, Jr. and Patrick T. McCormick.  The Living Light 35 (Spring 

1999), 84-85. 

The Foundations of American Citizenship, by Richard Sinopoli.  The Journal of 

American History 80 (June 1993), 253. 

 

9. Works in Progress 

The Hermeneutics of Religious Change (edited volume) 

Moral Ecology (monograph) 

On the Historicity of Morals (edited volume) 

"Introduction" and "Ecology, Dignity, and the Historicity of Morals" (book 

chapters) 

The Ethics and Politics of Human Dignity (monograph) 

 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

"The Cry of Creation Is for Peace:  Notes on the Reception of Laudato si’." Paper presented 

at Council of European Conferences of Bishops Meeting, Munich, 11 June 2024. 

"Material Witnesses:  Ecocinema as a Medium for Teaching Christian Ethics." Presentation 

at Society of Christian Ethics Annual Meeting, Chicago, 6 January 2024. 

"Agency Is Ecological:  Three Aporias of Action in the Anthropocene."  Paper presented at 

American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Antonio, 18 November 2023. 

"Views of the World:  Guardini and Visual Ethics." Presentation for The Space of 

Knowledge:  Guardini’s Threefold Seeing Conference (online), 15 January 2022. 
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"Moral Ecology and Relational Values." Paper presented at Philosophy and Social Science 

Conference, Prague (online), 22 May 2021. 

"Ten Theses on Human Dignity, Moral Ecology, and Nonviolence." Presentation at Society 

of Christian Ethics Annual Meeting (online), 8 January 2021. 

"The Greening of Religion:  Ethics and the Environment." Presentation for Smithsonian 

Associates (online), 2 October 2020. 

"More than a Metaphor: Implications of Moral Ecology for Ethical Theory."  Paper 

presented at Society for Christian Ethics Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, 10 December 

2020. 

"Moral Ecology in the Anthropocene."  Paper presented at Interpreting the Anthropocene 

Conference (online), University of Frankfurt, 4 December 2020. 

"Mobilizing Dignity:  Migration Ethics, Human Dignity, and Comparative Religious 

Ethics."  Paper presented at American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San 

Diego, 23 November 2019. 

"The Migrant Imago:  Migration and the Ethics of Human Dignity."  Invited lecture at the 

University of Münster, 29 May 2018. 

"‘Thick Descryption’:  Human Dignity Through the Lens of Visual Ethics."  Paper 

presented at Society of Christian Ethics Annual Meeting, Portland, 5 January 2018. 

"Human Dignity and Intercultural Dialogue:  Problems and Prospects." Paper presented at 

Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, 9 July 2017. 

"‘Godlike Erect, with Native Honour Clad’:  The Visual Ethics of Human Dignity." Paper 

presented at Philosophy and Social Science Conference, Prague, 17 May 2017. 

"Dignitarian Ethics in an Ecological Age:  Two Genealogies of Human Dignity." Paper 

presented at the Future of Human Dignity Conference, Utrecht, 11 October 2016. 

"Dignitarian Discourses:  From Human Dignity to 'Die Würde der Kreatur."  Paper 

presented at German-American Colloquium, Portsmouth, Rhode Island, 26 July 2016. 

"Two Understandings of Human Dignity." Paper presented at Political Philosophy 

Colloquium, Goethe University, Frankfurt, 12 July 2016. 

"Historicity and Axiomatics:  The Ethics of Dignity in an Ecological Age." Paper presented 

at Society of Christian Ethics Annual Meeting, Toronto, 8 January 2016. 

"War, Film, and Visual Ethics." Multimedia presentation at Peace and Justice Studies 

Association Annual Meeting, Harrisonburg, VA, 16 October 2015. 

"Kenotic Ethics for a Servant Church."  Paper presented at Conference on Renewing the 

Church in a Secular Age, Gregorian University, Rome, 5 March 2015. 

"Die Kirche und Global Zero:  Neue Impulse in der Abrüstungsdebatte der Vereinigten 

Staaten." Invited lecture at the Institute for Theology and Peace, Hamburg, 30 January 

2015. 

"Catholic Thought and the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons."  Paper presented at 

U.S. Institute of Peace, Washington, DC, 24 April 2014. 

"Youth Sports and Catholic Peacebuilding." Paper presented at American Academy of 

Religion Annual Meeting, Religions, Social Conflict, and Peace Group, Baltimore, MD, 

25 November 2013. 

"From Caliban to the Taliban: Engaging Charles Taylor on Intercultural Ethics in a 

Secular Age."  Invited lecture at Trinity College Dublin, 21 February 2012. 

"‘What a World, What a World!’:  Six Faces of Post-Secularity."  Paper presented at 
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Conference on “A Secular Age or a Postsecular Constellation?” University of Frankfurt, 

16 June 2011. 

"The Moral Imagination and Intercultural Understanding:  The Contribution of Charles 

Taylor."  Paper presented at Conference on the Discourse of Catholicity, DePaul 

University, Chicago, IL, 12 April 2011. 

"L’Image Juste:  Visual Ethics and The Battle of Algiers."  Paper presented at American 

Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion, Film, and Visual Culture Section, 

Chicago, IL, 1 November 2008. 

"Jus Post Bellum and the Ethics of Peacebuilding."  Paper presented at Conference on the 

Future of Catholic Peacebuilding, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, 15 April 

2008. 

"Falling Soldier:  A Study in Visual Ethics."  Invited presentation at Conference on Visual 

Ethics, Case Western University, Cleveland, OH, 21 April 2007. 

"Human Rights, Suffering, and the Moral Imagination."  Paper presented at American 

Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion, Arts and Literature Section, 

Washington, DC, 21 November 2006. 

"Migrant Boundaries:  Constitutive Justice and the Ethics of Inclusion."  Paper presented at 

American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Religion and the Social Sciences 

Section, Philadelphia, 21 November 2005. 

"Putting Boundaries on the Map of Comparative Ethics."  Paper presented at American 

Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Comparative Studies in Religion Section, San 

Antonio, 21 November 2004. 

"Contra Augustinum: On the Irrelevance of Classical Just War Theory Today."  Paper 

presented at American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Augustine and 

Augustinianisms Consultation, San Antonio, 21 November 2004. 

"Faith, Reason and Bioethics:  Habermas and the Stem Cell Debate."  Response at 

Colloquium on the Stem Cell Debate in the U.S. and Germany, Columbus School of Law, 

Catholic University of America, 5 October 2004. 

"Just War Tradition and the War on Iraq."  Presentation at public debate (with Douglas 

Kmiec), Catholic University of America, 9 April 2003. 

"Soccer Nationalisms."  Paper presented to Fulbright German Studies Seminar, Cologne, 

Germany, 27 June 2002; Life Cycle Institute, 29 October 2002. 

"Two Faces of Citizenship"; "Islam and Multiculturalism in China."  Papers presented in 

Chengdu, Xi’an, Urumqi, and Beijing, China, 1-16 June 2001.  

"‘The Cause of Humanity’:  Human Rights and the Abolition of the Death Penalty in 

Europe."  Paper presented at Conference on the Morality of the Death Penalty, 

Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America, 29 March 2001. 

"Hard Lines:  Interreligious Dialogue and the Discursive Construction of Community."  

Paper presented at the International Peace Research Association Conference, Tampere, 

Finland, 5 August 2000. 

"Nationale Identität als Problem der konstitutiven Gerechtigkeit."  Paper presented to the 

Political Theory Colloquium, Institut für Sozialwissenschaften, Humboldt University, 

Berlin, 14 December 1999.  

"Neuere Entwicklungen in der amerikanischen Friedensforschung."  Presentation at the 

Institute for Theology and Peace, Hamburg, 8 December 1999. 
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AREAS OF RESEARCH 

1. Ethics and political theory: the theory of constitutive justice; normative dimensions 

of citizenship; moral progress and the historicity of morals; German and French social theory; 

Catholic social thought; peacebuilding and just war theory; moral ecology and Christian ethics; 

historical provenance of human rights; ethical and religious conceptions of human dignity; group 

rights and collective agency; migration and multiculturalism in the U.S., Germany and Israel. 

2. Comparative religious ethics:  methodology of comparative ethics; hermeneutics and 

ethics; moral imagination and narrative; visual ethics; violence and non-violence in cross-

cultural perspective; suffering and human rights; interreligious dialogue; neo-Confucianism in 

China; secularization and post-secularity. 

 

LEARNED SOCIETIES 

American Academy of Religion 

Catholic Theological Society of America 

 Convener, Moral Theology Section, 2001-2002 

Society of Christian Ethics 

Peace and Justice Studies Association 

 National Board Member, 2007-2009 

German Studies Association 

   

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

  1. University Service 

Catholic University of America: Academic Senate; University Committees on Honors 

Program, Service Learning, Faculty Welfare, Planning and Budget, Center for International 

Development, Community Relations, and Peace and Justice Studies; School Committees on 

Governance, M.A. Programs, and Libraries; Departmental Committees on Graduate Studies, 

Undergraduate Curriculum, Major in Religion, Religion 201 (“The Christian Difference”); 

Coordinator of Faculty Seminar; Faculty Fellow, McDonald House (Honors Dormitory) 

College of the Holy Cross:  Committee on Peace and Conflict Studies  

  2. Other Activities 

Board Member for the Institut für Theologie und Frieden, Hamburg; and the Council for 

Research in Values and Philosophy, Washington, DC (chair) 

Manuscript Reviewer for Duke University Press, Ethics and International Affairs, 

Review of Politics, Oxford University Press, Notre Dame Press, Stanford University Press, 

Journal of Religious Ethics, Studies in Christian Ethics, American Journal of Political Science, 

Review of Politics, Human Rights Review, Modern Theology, World Congress of Philosophy 

Consultant on Immigration and Environmental Issues for United States Catholic 

Conference, 1995-1997, 2013 

 

COURSES 

"Race and Religion" (Catholic University).  A hybrid graduate-undergraduate exploration of 

the co-construction of race and religion in American history. 

"Ethics and Stewardship" (Catholic University).  A required introduction for architects and 
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civil engineers to environmental ethics, sustainability, and professional codes of ethics. 

"Freedom, Law, Rights" (Catholic University).  A doctoral core course on the transition from 

natural law to natural and human rights enacted between 1500 and 1900. 

"The Ethics and Politics of Human Dignity" (Catholic University).  A doctoral research 

seminar on the history and current form of discourses on human dignity. 

"Theories of Justice" (Catholic University).  A graduate survey of influential theories of 

justice, from Aristotle to Rawls and his interlocutors, with special attention to Catholic 

social thought and current debates regarding global justice and constitutive justice.  

"Religion, Ethics, and Ecology" (Catholic University).  The religious studies/ philosophy 

component of a four-course interdisciplinary honors track in environmental studies. 

"War, Peace, and Revolution" (Catholic University).  An upper-level survey of religious 

thought on pacifism, just war and liberation; current issues in the morality of warfare. 

"Ways of Peace in World Religions" (Catholic University).  A look at the theme of peace in 

scriptural sources and autobiographies in four major religious traditions. 

"War, Ethics, and Film" (Catholic University).  An upper-level undergraduate online class 

exploring ethical and religious themes related to war and peace in thirteen films.  

"Religion and Ethics on Film" (Catholic University).  An undergraduate introduction to 

religious ethics and media studies through analysis of fourteen classic films. 

"Hermeneutics and Religion" (Catholic University).  A graduate initiation into issues in 

classical, biblical, general, ontological, theological, and interreligious hermeneutics. 

"Human Rights:  Religious and Ethical Perspectives" (Catholic University).  A doctoral 

course on selected problems in the theory and practice of human rights. 

"Ethics and Action" (Catholic University).  A core course for the Moral Theology/Ethics Ph.D. 

program on philosophical and theological perspectives on the structure of human action. 

"Comparative Religious Ethics" (Catholic University).  A doctoral-level survey and analysis 

of methods for comparing religio-moral traditions, from Weber to Wyschogrod. 

"The Moral Imagination" (Catholic University).  A doctoral research seminar exploring the 

links between narrative forms, hermeneutics and literary theory, and ethics. 

"Religion and Public Policy" (Catholic University).  A graduate-undergraduate seminar on 

church-state relations and broader links between religion and politics in U.S. society. 

"The Religious Quest" (Catholic University).  An introduction to the scope and diversity of 

human religiosity, and a primer on basic approaches to the study of religion and culture. 

"Technology and Community" (Catholic University).  Part of a four-course honors track 

exploring the relations between information technologies and culture. 

"Ethics and Social Theory" (Catholic University).  A graduate-level exploration of current 

theoretical perspectives on society and their implications for ethics. 

"The Church in Dialogue with Contemporary Culture" (Catholic University).  Part of a four-

course honors track using the constitutions of Vatican II to explore issues in religion. 

"Introduction to Religious Studies" (Catholic University).   A seminar for majors in theology 

and religious studies on methods in the study of religion. 

 

DISSERTATIONS DIRECTED  

Sayyed Mohammad Reza Hejazi, The Concepts of Virtue and Love of God: A Comparative 

Study of Kāshānī and Malebranche (Co-Director:  Seyyed Hossein Nasr)  

Joaquim Parron Maria, Moral Catechesis in Brazil and Catholic Social Teaching:  From 
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Populorum Progressio to Ecclesia in America  

Earl Zimmerman, A Praxis of Peace:  The “Politics of Jesus” According to John Howard 

Yoder   

Harry Rissetto, Mary Virginia Merrick and the Christ Child Society  

John Barba, Moral Agency in the Context of Social Sin:  The Perspectives of the Latin 

American Bishops (CELAM) and John Paul II  

Ben Bennett-Carpenter, Moving Memento Mori Pictures:  Documentary, Mortality, and 

Transformation in Three Films  

Ridgeway Addison, Mysticism and Peace in the Life and Thought of Howard Thurman  

Alexandra Carroll, Religious Symbolism, Jungian Archetypal Theory, and an Encounter with 

Evil:  Building a Case for the Devil in Mikhail Bulgakov’s The Master and Margarita  

Quentin Wodon, Faith, Human Development, and Service Delivery:  The Cases of Education 

and Health in Ghana and Burkina Faso 

John Chen, Procreation in Marriage: A Study of the Teachings of the Catholic Church with 

Reference to Confucian Traditions and Contemporary Catholic Debates in China 

Siobhan Benitez Riley, Table of Sacrifice, Table of Plenty: Toward a Sacramental Family 

Food Ethic 

Cabrini Pak, Transcendence in Resilient American POWs: A Narrative Analysis  

Christina Finsel, The Impact of Native Worldviews on Native-Led Asset Building Programs in 

the U.S. 

Liu Yan, Constructing Christian Nationalism Through Christian Sovereignty Narratives:  A 

Study of Recent U.S. Church Sermons 

Matthew Franks, Gnosticism, Virtual Revolution, and the Eschatology of Digital Utopianism 

 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Chinese (Mandarin): conversation, limited reading and writing  

French: conversation, reading, limited writing 

German: fluent in speaking, reading, writing  

Hebrew (Modern): conversation, limited reading and writing 


