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LECTURE
Most Christians who are devoted to the Virgin Mary today share the 
idea that she speaks on behalf of humans as an intercessor. In the first 
Christian centuries, however, she largely appeared as a reserved and 
quiet person who did not raise her voice. This lecture will 
explore a crucial crossroads in Marian history, as the Theotokos 
and another voiceless person, Romanos the Melodist (ca 485-560), 
come together through a scroll, exchanging the gift of speech.

About the speaker 
Thomas Arentzen is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the University of 
Oslo, a Reader in Church History from Lund University, and currently 
a Fellow in Byzantine Studies at Dumbarton Oaks. He teaches Church 
History and has published books and articles in the fields of Byzantine 
Studies and homiletics.

To request accommodations for 
individuals with disabilities, please 
email shutt@cua.edu.




